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Kia Ora Whānau, 

This week we bring you an update on our Property news. You will see we have a lot going on over the next 
term. We want to reassure you that school will be able to operate smoothly even if things are a little tight 
for a while. 
 

Property Update 
You may have noticed that we have moved back into the Office area and we can now use the front door 
again. A small step in the right direction! 
 
Last week, at our fortnightly property meeting, we were given the news that the Library area will not be 
completed until sometime in October or early November due to a long list of unforeseen issues. This will 
affect Stage 2 of the building work. 
 
In Stage 2, we are replacing the roof of the Office and all of the Classrooms in the Junior block/Rooms 5-8 
and upgrading these spaces with soundproofing tiles, Autex and painting these spaces to spruce them up 
but the most significant item is the demolition of Ngaio class so it can be rebuilt. 

Ngaio has significant rot due to the flat roof and the weathered windows. We have also had this room 
tested for asbestos and some has been identified in this space.  

When demolitioning spaces with asbestos it must be done when there is no-one onsite so this must be 
done in the upcoming school holidays in September/October to keep the project moving.  
This allows us to safely use Rooms 5/Harakeke and Room 6/Ti kouka until we can move into the Hall. 
 
What does this all mean? 

 We will have a crossover of the two stages at the same time which requires some changes to current 
classes 

 We need to rehome Rooms 7/Mahoe and Room 8/Ngaio before the end of this term - Thursday 21 
September 

 We need to create 2 spaces for them to go to - Room 4/Karaka and Room 3/Nikau 

 We will have no access into the Hall due to the demolition of Ngaio and the uncompleted Library space 

 We will also need to move Rooms 5/Harakeke and Room 6/Tī Kouka but we will have to wait until the Hall 
is available and the library is completed 

 We ask people not to play at school or walk around Ngaio class area during the first week of the school 
holidays when the demolition is happening (Saturday 23 September - 30 September) as an extra safety 
precaution. This will all be blocked off in-line with asbestos regulations 

 
Implications and Changes: 

Due to needing 2 classrooms to rehome Rooms 7/Mahoe and 8/Ngaio we have made the strategic decision 
to move Room 4/Karaka into Rooms 9/Rata and 10/Rimu. 
We will utilise all 3 learning spaces so that we can cater for the needs of all tamariki.  
We understand this is not ideal, but we also know that this brings some new opportunities, especially in 
the senior school. We are looking at this scenario with a glass half full perspective.  
 
We will have very limited spaces across the school for the next term so we are having to restrict outside 
tutors onsite during the day as we have no spaces for them to work in. An example is that we are having to 
suspend piano lessons. 
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HVS Reminders 

 Tues 5th Sept – School Photos 

 Tues 5th Sept – Whānau Strategic Plan  
   Meeting 7pm 

 Fri 8th Sept – Hui/Assembly Rata & Ti Kouka 

 Fri 15th Sept – Bake Sale 3pm Rm 1 & Rm6 

 Mon 18th Sept – BoT Meeting 7pm 

 Thurs 21st Sept – H&S Quiz Night 7:30pm 

 Fri 22nd Sept – Last day of Term 3 23 2:55pm 



 

We have met and worked with Kelly Club so that they are business as normal but they will be based out of 
Room 4/Karaka until we can go back into the Hall.  
 
I need to thank and acknowledge our amazing staff for being so flexible and accommodating with all of the 
constant changes. We know it will be worth it in the long run! They all work hard to make the HVS the best 
place for our tamariki as possible.  
 
This is inside the Library at the moment. We are making progress! 
 

    
 

Strategic Plan Review 

We are looking forward to whānau joining us on Tuesday 5 September, 7pm - 8.30pm, HVS hall to 
participate in the strategic review.  
 
Teacher Only Day - 17 November 

The Ministry of Education has given all schools a day to support the implementation of the new curriculum. 
We will be taking this on Friday 17 November. 
 

School Dates for 2024 

We have set our school dates for 2024. We have planned two Teacher Only Days during the year. 
Thursday 1 February - 12 April 
Monday 29 April - 5 July 

Monday 22 July - 27 September 
Monday 14 October - 19 December 
 

Teacher Only Days 2024: 
1. 4 June 
2. 29 October 

 

School Drop Off - 8.30am 

We just want to remind you that our tamariki can come to school from 8.30am. We have noticed a lot of 
children here before 8.30am but teachers are often not in classrooms as they are busy having meetings or 
preparing for the day. 
 
Noho ora mai 
Luana Carroll 
Te Tumuaki, Houghton Valley School 
 

A big welcome to: 

 Toby Collins  in Mahoe class and       

   Clara Millman  in Ti Kouka class 
 

 



School photos – Tuesday 5th September 

Inspire photography 

Kia Ora Houghton Valley families and whānau! 

The Inspire Photography Team will be back to photograph the school on Tuesday the 5th of September. 
We will be photographing ‘Out of School’ siblings from 8.30am. These are for those students who have 
younger or older siblings who are NOT at the school. We will be photographing regular siblings within the 
school later in the day after classes and student’s individual photos. If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ring us at Inspire Photography 04 384 8009. 

 

Sustainability events 

Southcoast Cleanup - Saturday 16th Sept  10.30am-12pm 

We are hosting the annual beach cleanup at Houghton Bay Beach once again and hope many of you will 
join us. However, we know many of you look forward to cleaning our local shores especially in the 
Taputeranga Marine Reserve. We know we are making a difference to our sealife with more dolphins, orca 
and whales visiting our coastline.  Jill Holmstead  jill@houghton.school.nz 

 

 

 

Hvs sports 

Touch Rugby 
In term 4 there is a Touch Rugby season. Is there anyone keen for their child to play? The games will be at 
Wakefield Park on Wednesdays between from 3:45pm. The dates are Oct- 29 Nov (6 weeks).  
This is for Years 3 - 6.   Please let me know if you would like your child to play by Monday 4 September.  
Nga mihi nui,    Charles - charles@houghton.school.nz 
 
 
 

Artsplash and dancesplash 

This was an optional event so only some students are involved. 

ARTSPLASH    Tuesday 12th September 2023   5pm   - Choir Concert 3 (Wearable Art) 

DANCESPLASH    Thursday 14th September 2023   5pm - Dance Concert 2 

Tickets are purchased online at Ticketmaster https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/artsplash-
tickets/artist/3050049 - please ensure you book the correct concert tickets. 

Note: Dancesplash tickets is limited to two per whānau. 

 

mailto:charles@houghton.school.nz
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HVS Home & School  

Association pānui 

 

 The Term 3, Week 7 H&S news: 

 
 

● DIS-COmmittee VOLUNTEERS NEEDED? We still need some help to organise the 

disco and guide us to the dance floor on Friday 13 October. Contact 

flicmorris@gmail.com if you are able to lend a hand.  

 

● HVS QUIZ NIGHT 2023 - HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR TICKET? 

Tickets are still available for this fun night out! 

 

When: Thursday 21 September, 7:30pm (please note the date change) 

Where: The Pines, 50 The Esplanade, Houghton Bay.  

Tickets: $15 each adult. 

Teams of 6 - 8 adults, or can be assigned a lucky dip table. 

 

Contact podmorekirsten@gmail.com to book your team’s tickets, or to offer to help in the 

lead-up or on the night. If you are keen to join in, but don’t have a team, just let your class 

whānau rep know and we can put you in touch with others. 

  

● NEXT BAKE SALE  

Our next bake sale is after school on Friday 15th September. Come along and taste 

Pōhutukawa and Tī kōuka classes baking.  

 

What is the Home & School Association? 

Our Home & School Association is a collective of HVS parents and caregivers. Our purpose is to support the 

school by connecting the community and raising funds. Everyone who is part of the HVS community is part 

of the Home & School Association. Yes, you are already a member :) 

 

Save the date - Term 3  Save the date - Term 4  

 Bake sale: Pōhutukawa &Tī kōuka - Fri 15 Sept.  

HVS Quiz -Thu 21 September @ The Pines 

HVS Disco - Friday 13th October @ SWIS 

HVS Fair - Saturday 28th October, 10-2pm 

 

There’s ALWAYS a chance to join in. Here’s how you can help… 

Just an hour of your time can make a real difference to our community. The events above all rely on 

volunteers. Volunteering is easy - no experience necessary - and you’ll get to meet a bunch of other 

volunteers in the process. If you’re interested to know more about how you can help at one of our events, 

please email us at homeandschoolchair@houghton.school.nz. 

 

 

 

Kia hanga he kapa patapatai 

tāua! 

Let’s form a quiz team together! 

mailto:flicmorris@gmail.com
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Term 3 Events 

Term 3 Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Week 7 

28th-1st Sept 
Scholastic Books 

Close today 
============ 

BOT Meeting 7pm 

    

Week 8 

4th-8th Sept 
 School Photos 

All day 

Whānau Strategic 
Plan Meeting  
7pm-8:30pm 

in the School Hall 

  Hui - Rata, Ti Kōuka 

Week 9 

11th-15th Sept 
 Artsplash  

Singing- 5pm 
(Choir Concert 3) 

 DanceSplash 
5pm 

(Dance Concert 2) 

Bake Sale 
Pōhutukawa Rm1  
and Tī kōuka Rm6 

South Coast Clean-Up Saturday 16th September 10:30am-12pm 

Week 10 

18th-22nd Sept 
BOT Meeting 

7pm 

  HVS Quiz Night at 
The Pines 7:30pm 

Last Day of Term 3 
2:55pm pickup 

Term 4 starts on Monday 9th October 2023 
 

Kelly club and holiday program 

Next week at Kelly Club we are doing KC Taskmaster! This week will feature lots of fun 
challenges, finishing off with our Taskmaster Scavenger Hunt and pancakes!! 
 

 
 
 

Join us at Island Bay School for Holiday Programme these upcoming holidays! There will be 
some awesome themed days like Book Day and Ginormous Galaxies, and trips to go swimming, 
roller skating and to do gymnasium! Book in Now over at Kelly Club Island Bay!! 
 



 
 

Community news 

Wellington Harrier Children's Athletic Club 
Our season open day is Saturday 14th October, at Newtown Park. 

We have a new start time of 9am this season and a new Hurdles, High 
Jump coach! At our club days athletes practice all events, Including long jump, hurdles, high jump, 

sprints, middle distance and throws. Our children's club day caters for all abilities. New members are 
welcome! You can register through http://www.whac.org.nz   For more information please contact: 
Julie Richards   juliemaerdy@yahoo.co.uk    0212959026 
 

The Capital Trout Centre Reopens  3rd September 2023   
TAKE YOUR CHILD TROUT FISHING WHERE  CAPITAL TROUT CENTRE  (Landfill Road, Owhiro Bay)  WHEN   
Sunday 3rd September 2023   A fishing experience for children aged 2 to 11 years.  You must have a Capital 
Trout Center licence/registration form.  Get your licence/registration  from:-  Capital Fishing, 49 Ghuznee 
Street (off Cuba Mall) or Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing, 8 Te Puni Street, Petone The Centre is manned by 
volunteers from the Wellington Flyfishers Club and is funded by your donations  Your donation is 
appreciated. For further information, contact Strato Cotsilinis  386 3740 or 
email   strato.cotsilinis@gmail.com 
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 Houghton Valley School Information 
Houghton Valley School  Ph: 939-3318 

Website: www.houghton.school.nz 
PrincipalEmail:principal@houghton.school.nz 

HVS Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/houghton.school.nz/ 
School Office Email: admin@houghton.school.nz 

Healthline  0800 611 116  OR COVID-19 Info  0800 358 5453 
 

Bee Healthy Dental Clinic   

•  0800 825 583 

Ezlunch.co.nz   • Thursdays • Sushi   

• Fridays  • Pita  Pit   - go online to 

www.ezlunch.co.nz please order before 8:30am 

Kelly Club After School Care - www.kellyclub.co.nz Cell 022 010 9981  
Eden – Co-ordinator     Email houghtonvalley@kellyclub.co.nz 

HVS School Fair – Saturday 28th October 2023 – 10-2pm Put this date in your DIARY 
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